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Introduction 


The objective of this bibliography was to provide an 
up-to-date classified list of western language materials 
concerned with Afghanistan for use by social scientists and 
other researchers with interests in the development of 
Afghanistan. The last publication catering for these needs 
was compiled by the Deutsche Orient-Institut, Hamburg, in 
1968 and the passage of time not to mention the upheaval 
following upon the invasion of Afghanistan by troops from 
the USSR, rendered revision and updating desirable. 


Work was commenced on the Afghan bibliography in July 
1978 at a time when access to Afghanistan, and more partic- 
ularly to libraries and _ repositories of information, was 
relatively easy. Our aim then was to provide a list of 
current materials that could be readily located. To this 
end the UNICEF Bibliography of materials available in Kabul 
libraries (1976) was drawn upon. Subsequent political deve- 
lopments reduced the potential utility of works located in 
Kabul but all references to materials based in Afghanistan 
were retained. They serve as an indication of the range 
of items that might be found in Kabul and other major cities 
once access is restored for western scholars. 


The body of literature concerned with Afghanistan is 
substantial. Some difficulties were encountered in the 
collection, collation and checking of references. First, the 
national system for collecting information from official and 
other sources in Afghanistan is weakly developed. In comb- 
ination with political restrictions on rights of entry to the 
country, this effectively inhibits comprehensive coverage 
of published materials, especially those originating in the 
provinces. This bibliography could not and does not claim 
to be exhaustive of available literature. Second, many of 
the more suspect references could not be checked for 
accuracy, often because the work was not catalogued in any 
recognized institution and/or was available only in 
Afghanistan. 


Nevertheless, as far as possible the compilers have 
attempted to reduce errors to acceptable limits’ through 
extensive checking. A large number of references culled 


from a variety of sources over the period 1978-1981 were 
so incomplete as to render reliable location of them by future 
users virtually impossible. These were, therefore, discarded. 
In essence, a compromise has been reached between breadth 
of coverage and accuracy of reference in a way that per- 
mitted this volume to remain true to its initial aim of 
providing a working bibliography. Where incomplete ref- 
erences have been retained, they are mainly to be found 


ix 


as articles in the journals for which either a date of 
publication or an issue number is’ known. Most of such 
items are not to be found in libraries with public access 
in the United Kingdom but were available in Afghanistan 
before 1980 and might be usefully found in _ future. 
Finally, this bibliography is mainly prepared with the 


social scientist in mind. This reflects the compilers’ 
areas of interest and expertise more than the paucity 
of works concerned with the sciences. A selection of 


life sciences included in this volume offers only a 
representative sample of the _ scientific materials’ that 
exist. 


All Russian works were excluded from the bibliography, 
not because it was wished to make a_ pointed political 
statement, but because these are adequately documented 
elsewhere. To have included Russian works would have 
altered the character of the bibliography as one concerned 
with western language material because, by _ extension, 
this would have necessitated coverage of other Central 
Asian languages. There are a number of substantial 
Russian bibliographies to which the interested user may 
be referred, of which two are: 

KUKHTINA, T.I., Bibliograpfiya Afghanistana: literatura 
na russkom yazyka (A _ bibliography of Afghanistan: 
literature in Russian), Kukhtina, T.1., (compiler), 
and Gankovskiy, Y.V., (editor). Moscow, '‘Nauka' 
1965, 271lp. Lists 5680 items. 

BAAZOVA, L.H., Bibliograpfiya Afghanistana_ (istoriya). 
Tbilissi, Metsniereva, 1979, 124p. 

In addition, the Central Asian Research Centre, London, 
periodically produces lists of new Russian material on 
Afghanistan with transliterated titles. 


The sources used were all the recognized existing 
national or systematic bibliographies. This includes: 
AKRAM (1948), undoubtedly the most complete bibliography 
compiled up to that time, WILBER (1956 and 1968), coverage 
restricted but annotated, the DEUTSCHE ORIENT-INSTITUT 
(Hamburg)(1968), in two parts - I Western’ languages 
and Russian, II Dari, Pushtu and other oriental languages, 
JONES (1972), an annotated bibliography on _ Kafiristan, 
and UNICEF (1976), a _ bibliography of materials held 
by libraries in Kabul. These form the basis of the 
work although a number of references cited in_ these, 
particularly in AKRAM (1948), DEUTSCHE ORIENT-INSTITUT 
(1968) and UNICEF (1976) were deemed to be so inaccurate 


as to warrant exclusion. With the exception of the UNICEF 
work, all the aforementioned bibliographies are readily 
available in western language speaking countries. In 


addition, we launched an extensive search for contemporary 
material and consulted the libraries of the British Museum 
(The British Library), the Royal Asiatic Society, the 


Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal Geog- 
raphical Society (Maps), the School of Oriental and African 
Studies Library, the University Library, Cambridge, the 
University of Durham Middle East Centre Library, and 
Documentation Centre, the University of London, Library and 
the South Asia Centre Library, Cambridge. Other sources 
of new references were the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(UN), Rome, the International Labour Office (UN), Geneva, 
Computer Information Services, London University and the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (British Government). 


A list of manuscripts has not been included although 
a list of manuscript catalogues has. Users interested in 
manuscripts are referred to: 
HALL, L., A brief guide to sources for the study of 
Afghanistan in the India Office Records, London, 
India Office Library and Records, 1981, 60p. 
This provides an authoritative list of manuscripts held, 
mostly referring to the period 1600-1948, with an obvious 
bias towards records of British activities in Afghanistan. 
Also cited are other manuscript collections. 


Newspaper articles and cuttings were also excluded from 
the bibliography on the basis of our having insufficient 
time to cover all possible sources. The user is referred 
to: 

1. Cuttings from The Times, London, Published by 
University Microfilms Ltd., High Wycombe, Bucking- 
hamshire, England. 

2. MASOOD, R., A bibliography of newspaper and maga- 
zine articles on the Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 
1978-1981. International Studies 19/4, 1981 (New 
Delhi), p.681-711. The compiler has furnished an 
impressive list of references with an emphasis on 
English language publications in India and the west. 


Finally, two collections of Afghanistan material may be 

cited: 

1. Bibliotheca Afghanica, Zurich. Director: Paul Btiicherer- 
Dietschl. This collection is concerned mainly with 
the following fields: 

Ethnology 

Art and Architecture 

History and Archaeology 

Ceography, geology and biology 

Travel 

Press cuttings 

Photographs, drawings and maps. 
More details concerning Bibliotheca Afghanic: may be 
found in Afghanistan Journal 4/4, 1977,  p.168. 

2. Afghanistan Archiv: German Afghanistan Record Office 
of the Ruhr University at Bochum. This collection 
concentrates on_ politics, economics and = economic 
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development. 


Any scholar of the developing world will appreciate 
the difficulties associated with a search for’ reference 
material and with this in mind we have _ deliberately 
organised our material so that it may be of assistance 
not only to the established scholar but also to the newcomer. 
We hope that our contribution to Afghanistan studies 
represents a modest improvement in the_ presentation 
of research material on Afghanistan. 


As with all bibliographies, possibly, this work has 
taken an extended period of time in its completion. 
As a means of bringing the material up to date a short 
addendum is included in Section 14 (p.580) of Works 
published after 1979 that came to our attention. 


It is hoped that compilation of documentary and other 
research materials on Afghanistan will continue’ and 
the compilers would welcome any suggestions for new 
materials at some later date. 
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7410 Afghanistan, Spec. Military, 1880 1:15,840 
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7412. Afghanistan, Military, 1885 1:21,210 
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7414 Afghanistan, Spec. Argendeh, 1880 1:63, 360 
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1:31,680 
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1 sheet, 18 by 26 inches. 

Calcutta: Survey of India, 1879. 


612 


7433 


7434 


7435 


7436 


7437 


7438 


7439 


7440 


7441 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AFGHANISTAN 


Afghanistan, Spec. Khushki-i-Rud 1:253,440 
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7446 Afghanistan, Spec. Pewar Kotal, 1879 1:5, 280 
Plan of Pewar Kotal by Lt. Col. A. Perkins. 
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Afghanistan, Div. SE., 1881 1:253.440 
Part of Southern Afghanistan with the adjoining 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Tarnak Valley, 1880 1:253,440 
The Tarnak and Ghazni Valleys from Scahjui to 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Tarnak Valley, 1880 1:253,440 
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Afghanistan, General, 1965 
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The Perso-Afghan Mountains. 
1 sheet, 22 by 39 cm. 
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Iran i Afghanistan. Uchebnaya karta. 
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15.3.1 Rivers and drainage 
Afghanistan, Spec. Farah River, 1961 1:50,000 
Farah Rud 
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Vol.6: Irrigation Development - Hair Rud and 
Kabul Basins. 
1 vol. 11 by 9 inches. 
Maps and plans of proposed irrigation networks, 
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Afghanistan, Spec. River Helmand, 1879 
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The Helmand River. C.R. Markham. 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Kabul, 1880 1:63, 360 
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618 


7478 


7479 


7480 


7481 


7482 


15.4 
7483 


7484 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AFGHANISTAN 
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5 maps of individual rivers sub catchments, 
57 graphs. 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Ghazni, 1840 1:2,057 
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Plan of Ghuznee and its vicinity. 
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St. G.C. Gore. 
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Captain M.G. Talbot. 
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7493 Afghanistan, Spec. Kabul, 1842 1:15,840 
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Plan of the City of Kabool and its Environs, 1860. 
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Plan of the City of Cabul and its environs. 
1 sheet, 13 by 9.5 inches. 
London: James Wyld, 1879. 
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London: Edward Stanford, 1880. 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Kabul, 1961 1:20,000 
City of Kabul. 
1 sheet, 16.5 by 21.5 inches. 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Kabul, 1969 1:130,000 
Inset on map of Afghanistan. 
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Afghanistan, Town Plans, Kabul,1970, 
1:17,500 
Map of Kabul. (Naqshah-i rahnama-yi shahr-i Kabul. 
In English and Persian, 1:17,500). 
map 42 by 53 cm. (Map no.90). 
Tehran: Sahab Geographic and Drafting Institute, 
ca 1970. 
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1:32,000 
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1:1,000,000. 
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Afghanistan, Spec. Kandahar, 1879 1:63, 360 
Map of the Country around Kandahar. 
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Inset on map of Afghanistan. 
1 sheet, 8.5 by 11 cm. 
Kabul: Afghan Cartographic Institute, 1969. 
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Dehra Dun: Great Trigonometrical Survey of India, 
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Afghanistan, Div. E. 1878 1:1,000,000 
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